' 0 5 MAR US7 

If-Asked Press Statement 

The Inter-American Region of the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs has 
conducted a search of its Hies in response to a request from 
Honduran authorities for U.S. Government documents relevant 
to human rights investigations. In addition, the office has 
coordinated similar searches by the Defense Intelligence Agency 
and other Department of Defense agencies. The documents that 
have been found are being turned over to the State Department 
for consolidation with documents from other agencies for 
delivery to the Honduran Government. The search is continuing 
throughout Department of Defense agencies, and any additional 
documents uncovered will be submitted to the Honduran 
Government as they become available. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


Donald Me Conville 
Office Director, ARA/CEN 
Department of State 


Director, Inter- American ® ® 

Prepared by William B. Seely, OASD/ISA-IA, 697-9301 (5 Mar 97) 


Request from Honduran Government Human Rights Ombudsman 
for United States Government Documents Relevant to Human 
Rights Investigations 


This is in response to the request from the Department of State to provide U.S. government 
documents pertaining to disappearances and other human rights abuses which occurred in 
Honduras in the early 1980’s (Tab A). The enclosed documents (Tab B) are those which have 
been identified to date as a result of searches through archives and files of organizations within the 
Department of Defense, to include the Defense Intelligence Agency. These documents have been 
declassified and approved for release to the Government of Honduras. 

The Department of Defense has not concluded its search for documents which may be relevant to 
this request. Should additional materials be identified, they will also be forwarded to your office 
for transmittal to the Government of Honduras. 


COORDINATION: 


Department of the Army 

Office of General Counsel ( C 
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ANDREW D. SENS 
Executive Secretary* 
National Security Council 


WARREN A. UTHE 
Executive Secretary 
Defense Intelligence Agency 

COL. ROBERT R. MCALEER, USMC 


Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 


S/S 9519178 IPC 

United States Department of St« 

Washington, D.C. 20520 


October 12, 1995 


RICK E. YANNUZZI 
Executive Secretary 
Central Intelligence 
Agency . 

YVONNE M. HARRISON 
Executive Secretary 
Department of the Army 


SUBJECT: Request from Honduran Government Human Rights 

Ombudsman for United 6tates Government Documents 
Relevant to Human Rights Investigations 

The Department of State hereby requests the cooperation and 
assistance of the addressee agencies in responding to a 
July 31, 1995, request from Dr; Leo Valladares, head of the 
Honduran National Commission for Human Rights, for U.S. 
government documents pertaining to disappearances and other 
human rights abuses which occurred in Honduras in the early 
1960's. 

The Department of State wishes to be as forthcoming as 
possible in response to this governroent-to-government request. 
The Commission headed by Dr. Valladares is a governmental 
institution, created by presidential decree in 1992. Honduran 
legislation subsequently established the Human Rights 
Commission on a permanent basis. Dr. valladares is a 
presidential appointee. 

We ask addressee agencies to locate responsive documents; 
for the purpose of this request, "responsive documents" include 
only those originated by the retrieving agency — other agency 
material need not be produced. Each agency should review 
documents keeping in mihd the need to protect classified 
information, privacy interests, and other governmental 
privileges. The Department proposes to provide releasable 
documents to Dr. Valladares as they become available through 
our embassy in Tegucigalpa. Agencies should also be advised 
that released documents may find their way into the public 
domain. 
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Also transmitted with this memorandum are two separate 
requests from the Office of the Attorney General of Honduras. 
These are: 

— a June 12, 1995, letter from Honduran Attorney General 
Edmundo Orellana seeking all information in the files of 
U.S. government agencies concerning the disappearance of 
U.S. citizen Father James Francis Carney in September 1983 
and 


— a June 15, 1995, request from Sonia Marlyna de Flores, 
Special Prosecutor for Human Rights (within .the office of 
the Attorney General), seeking information about CIA 
operations and contacts with Honduran officials, 
disappeared persons, arms trafficking. Battalion 316, and 
other matters. 

In its August 1995 Interim response to the requests from 
the Attorney General's office, the Department noted with 
respect to the June 15 request that as a matter of 
longstanding policy, the United States Government does not 
comment on U.S. intelligence activities overseas. At the same 
time we expressed our willingness to provide documents that may 
be responsive as they become available as a result of existing 
FOXA requests. Similarly, we ask that agencies bear these 
requests in mind as they search for documents responsive to the 
Valladares request, and to indicate to us which documents to be 
released to Valladares would also be responsive to the requests 
from the Attorney General's office. We are not asking other 
agencies to develop replies to questions posed in the Special 
Prosecutor's June 15 request. We anticipate that an 
NSC-chaired inter-agency working group on Central American 
document issues will meet in the near future to coordinate the 
U.S. response. We request a reply to thi6 memorandum by 
November 15 estimating the number and type of responsive 
documents that might be releasable and when they could be 
provided to the State Department. 

The point of contact in the Department of State for this 
matter is ARA/CEN Office Director John R. Hamilton. Backups 
are Deputy Director Gary Maybarduk and Desk Officer Lynn 
Allison. They may be reached by telephone (202) 647-4010; 
fax (202) 647-2597; secure phone (202) 647-1831 or 647-0083, 
secure fax 647-0905 (in the ARA front office). 

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. 





Brill 
* Secretary 
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October 21, 1996 ^ 


MEMORANDUM TO: 


RICK E. YANNUZZI 
Executive Secretary 

Central Intelligence Agency % 

WARRENA. UTHE COLONEL JAMES N. MATT IS 

Executive Secretary Executive Secretary 

Defense Intelligence Agency Department of Defense 


SUBJECT: Request for Progress Report: Honduran Government 

Human Rights Ombudsman's Request for USG 
Documents Relevant to Human Rights Investigation 


In an October 12, 1995 memorandum, the Department of State 
requested the cooperation and assistance of the addressee 
agencies in responding to a July 31, 1995 request from 
Dr.. Leo Valladares, head of the Honduran National Commission 
for Human Rights, for U.S. Government documents pertaining to 
disappearances and other human rights abuses which occurred in 
Honduras in the early 1980 ’s (see attachment). 

In that same memorandum we also transmitted two separate 
requests from the Office of the Attorney General of Honduras. 

In these requests, the Honduran Government asked for all 
information in the files of USG agencies concerning the 
disappearance of U.S. citizen Father James Francis Carney a nd 
information about CIA operations and contacts with Honduran 
officials, disappeared persons, arms trafficking. Battalion 316 
and other matters (see attachment) . 

On September 30, 1996 Dr. Valladares visited the Department 
of State and inquired about documents that were to have been 
forthcoming from other USG agencies. We wish to be able to 
provide Dr. Valladares and the Honduran government with a 
progress report. We understand that addressee agencies have 
been working on this request. 
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I would appreciate your cooperation in providing by 
November 1 , 1996 a status report on the work done so far by 
your organization pursuant to the Honduran government’s 
requests for documents. Please include the dates on which you 
expect to be able to provide the Department with declassified 
documents that can be turned over to the Hondurans. This 
information will assist us in providing the Honduran Government 
with up-to-date information on the status of this project. 


•, The point of contact in the Department of State for this 
" “ att ff ls ARA/CEN Office Director Don McConville. Backups are 
Deputy Office Director Paul Trivelli and Honduras Desk Officer 
Meara. They may be reached by telephone at 

£ax 202—647—2597 • secure phohe 202-647-1831 or 
202-647-0063, secure fax 202-647-0905 (in the ARA front 
office) - 


Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. 



iam J. Burns 

Secretary 


icutive 


Attachment: As Stated 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 
Translating Division 

LS Ho. 147917-A 
JF/HK2 
Spanish 

V 

The National Human Rights Commissioner 

Ho. S22-DC/9S Tegucigalpa# M.D.C.# July 31# 1993 

Excellency: 

I have the honor to request Your Excellency's cooperation 
in obtaining from your government information that will help t( 
shed light on human rights violations that occurred in our 
country during the past decade. 

The information that we are requesting is of utmost 
Importance for the investigations we are conducting and for 
advancing the legal proceedings that the Office of the Special 
Human Rights Prosecutor has Initiated. 

Our worX is part of the process to eliminate impunity# and 
is vital to the strengthening of peace and democracy in 
Honduras. 

His Excellency 

William T. Pryce# 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America, 

Tegucigalpa. 
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With this request, we-believe that we ere responding to 
request of the Clinton Administration at the time of our 
initial request in December 1M3 that we be more .epeeific in 
indicating the documents we are seeking. We have, according 
grouped the documents we are requesting into 'three key 
categories: 

1. Documentation on six cases of “disappearances ;• 

2 9 Documentation on General Alvaros Martinos; 

3. Documentation on Battalion 3-16. 

More specifically, we have taken the liberty of indicatin 
those < 1 . 6 . GovorwMnt agenoles in whose srchives the document: 
requested css he loceted. Wherever possible. «• heve .1.0 

indicted time periods snd d.tes on which the information we 
seek was generated. 

With regard to State Department end CIA documents, we wist 
to point out that we ere not seeking cable reports, or speoche 
bir Hondurans, or copiss ot FB1S srticles. What wo are really 
looking for it new information that will allow us to discover 
the truth about past human rights violations in our country snt 
thus identify those responsible. 

He ere eot interested, either, in learning about methods o, 
sources of intelligent:*; whet we are trying to find are CIA 
reports snd detailed Information on military end paramilitary 
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organizations and on individuals responsible for human rights 
abuses. '* 

Enclosad you will find our request for information in 
detail, togethar with a copy of two newspaper articles 
referring thereto. 

Finally, Hr. Ambassador, allow me to seize this opportunit 
to express, through you, my sincere thanks for the support we 
have received in our task from the Clinton Administration and 
from many members of the United States Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

I avail siyself of this opportunity to renew to you the 
assurances of my highest consideration and esteem. 

[Signature) 

Leo Valladares Lanza 

National Human Rights Commissioner 

[Official stamp] 
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LS No. 147917-B 

The National Human Rights 'Commissioner 

# » # # 

No. 523<~DC/9S Tegucigalpa# M.D.C.# July 31, 1995 

Dr. Edmundo Orellana Mercado 
Attorney General of the Republic 
Tegucigalpa 

l 

Mr. Attorney Ceneral: 

I have the honor to send you a copy of the request that I 
have made, through Ambassador william T. Pryce, to the United 
States Government for documentary information on the human 
rights violations committed in our country during the past 
decade. 

As I explain in that letter, this is the second request for 
information, following the request of December 21, 1993, which 
coincided with our Preliminary Report on the Disappeared in 
Honduras: "The Facts Speak for Themselves.** In its response, 

the United States Government asked us to be more specific in 
indicating what information we needed, whence this new request 
today. 
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A* you know, wo have, 'in formulating this request for 
information from the United States Government, worked^-'together ' 

with the Office of the Special Human Rights Prosecutor at all 
times. 

We are certain that the information we receive will advance 
the legal proceedings initiated by the above-mentioned Office, 
aimed at shedding light on the human rights violations 
occurring in our country during the past decade, and is also an 
important contribution to the effort to eliminate impunity. 

Our work, Mr. Attorney General, is part of the mission 
vested in us by Article 59 of the Honduran Constitution, -to 
guarantee the rights and freedoms” of all Hondurans. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the 
assurances of my highest consideration and esteem. 

(Signature] 

Leo Valladares Lanza 

National Human Rights Commissioner 

(Official stamp] 
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Request for Documents by the "" 

National Human nights Commissioner to the 
Government of the United States ; 

Key 

Documentation on six oases of "disappearances#* 

II. Documentation on General Alvares Martinez 

III. Documentation *on Battalion 3-16 

Cases of DlgflEBaarancgd 

We request detailed information# reports# studies# notes# 
papers# cables# memoranda# briefing documents# talking points, 
minutes of meetings# biographical material# and any document 
whatsoever that might refer to the six disappearances that 
occurred in Honduras in the early 1930' a. 

w« specifically request information on the following: 

1. All records concerning the disappearance of Tomas 
Rativl Galvez. 

******** • teacher and union leader# was taken from hi 
wife's house and "disappeared” by six masked men 
shortly after midnight on June 11# 1901. His 
colleague and fellow union leader Fidel Martinez was 
also captured. Nativi’s wife# Berthe Oliva# identify 
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Capt. Alexander Hernandez an one of the men who 
participated in the abduction. The other.*' were D 
agents. The Nicaraguan Ricardo •Chino* ;Lau may 0 
have been involved. 

2. All records concerning the disappearance of Jose 
Eduardo Becerra Lanza. 

Becerra Lanza was "disappeared" from downtown 
Tegucigalpa on August 1. 1982 by ONI agents. Yeai 
later , a member of the Nicaraguan Contras who had 
worked in Tegucigalpa admitted in a press lntervie 
that he had participated in the killing of the you 
student. He indicated that Capt. Alexander Homan 
turned Becerra Lanza over to him with instructions 
that be was to be executed and "disappeared.’* He 
that Hernandez told him that the orders came from i 
Alvarez Martinez. Becerra Lanza was murdered and 1 
body was buried somewhere between Tegucigalpa and 
Cboluteca. 

3. All records concerning the disappearance of Germin 
Pdrez Alenin. 

Pdrez Aleman was "disappeared" on AugusiT 18. 1982. 
Six heavily, armed men captured the union leader in 
broad daylight on a busy street in Tegucigalpa, a 
T raffic Safety patrol car followed the vehicle that 
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Mres Aleman had' been forced into and caught up witl 
the abductors. Second lieutenant Flores Murillo got 
out of the vehicle and identified himself .a a membt 

o£ G-2, thereby terminating the pursuit by the patro 

* 

car. According to a former member of Battalion 3-16 
the abductora took Pdres Alenin to Timers, where the 
unit regularly kept prisoners in clandestine 
detention. On May 29, 1903, the Permanent Mission oi 
Honduras at Geneva informed the UN Working Group, 
based on information submitted by the Honduran Armed 
Forces, that BNi was investigating the caae. The 
Honduran Government once again informed the UN Workin 
Group on Auguat 31, 1983, that an investigation was 
being conducted. The investigations produced no 
results. 

a. All records concerning the disappearance of me* 
Consuelo Murillo Schwaderer. 

On March 13, 1983, attorney and political activist 
Xnds Murillo Scbwaderer was "disappeared" from the 
city of Choloma by members of Battalion 3-16. Her 
abductors took her to « clandestine detention center 
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in San Pedro 6ula, where she was brutally tortured. 

t 

j After more than a month, she was transferred to a 

i v 

military facility near Tegucigalpa. The heatings ant 

j • abuses continued. During her detention, Kuril lo 

! 

recognised second lieutenant Marco Tulio Regalado 
j Hernlndes as one of her torturers. She also heard tt 

voice of a U.S. visitor called *Mr. Nike" by the 
; Hondurans. (According to testimony given to Congress 

i 

I in I960 by CZA Deputy Director for Operations Richard 

Gtolz, a CZA official did visit Murillo in her cell 
! during the course of her detention by Battalion 

3-16.) On May 31, Murillo's status was officially 
recognized and she was transferred to DNZ headquarter 
in Tegucigalpa. The DN1, through Major Juan Bias 
Salazar Meza, took responsibility for her detention, 

| despite the fact that it was Military Intelligence 

that had abduoted, interrogated, and tortured her. 
After Murillo's detention was made public, she was 
transferred to a federal prison, "CEFAS, " where she 
j remained for 13 months until her release on July 5, 


i 


1984. 
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5* All records concerning the disappearance of Father 
James Francisco Carney, known as "Father Guadalupe. 
A U.s. priest working in Central America, Father 
Carney (or Father Guadalupe) crossed. the Nicaragua 
border Into Honduras in July 19B3 with a small 
guerrilla column led by Josd Marla Reyes Mata. 

t 

According to testimony provided by Florencio 
Caballero, a former member of Battalion 3-16, Hondux 
soldiers captured the guerrilla group in a military 
operation dubbed "Patuca." Carney wax then taken tc 
the Contra supply base at £1 Aguacate, questioned, « 
hurled to his death from a helicopter. Caballero 
stated that the orders for Carney' 6 disappearance ca 
from Armed Forces Chief Alvarez Martinez during a 
planning meeting for "Operation Patuca." According' 
Caballero, O.fi. personnel were present at the planni 
session, including one person whom he knew only as 
"Mr, Mike,” when Alvares ordered his men to kill 
Carney and Reyes Mata after their interrogation. 
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6. All records concerning the disappearance of Gustave 
Adolfo Morales Funez. 

An economist and former union leader, Gustavo Mora: 

was ■disappeared" on March 18, 1984, forced into a 

% 

•blue van by several armed men. Supreme court judg< 
Luis Mendoza Fug dn and a FUSEP (Public Security Foi 
officer on guard at the Foreign Ministry witnessed 
abduction, which occurred in downtown Tegucigalpa. 
Numerous hiiheuM corpus petitions were submitted in 
days following Morales's detention, but to no aval} 
Although Mendoza reported to the press what he had 
seen, no authority requested the Supreme Court to 
issue an official statement. This case was brought 
before the UN Working Group on Forced or Involuntax 
Disappearances. 
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11. General Gustavo Alvarez Martinez • -* 

We request detailed Information, reports, studies, notes 
papers, cables, memoranda, briefing documents, talking point 
minutes of meetings, biographical material# and any document 
whatsoever that might refer to Honduran Array General Gustavo 


I 
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W«0. when he heeded ruSEP, the Public 
Security Force, until March 1J04, when he was expelled aa Ch 
of the Honduran Armed Forces. 

"• specifically request the following* 

1. All recorda concerning the work carried out bp Genet 
Alvarez Martinet in aeeklng information on -subversive* 
movements in Honduras from 19*0-84. He would like all record 
mentioning Alvarez with reference to the uae of abductions, 
disappearances, and tortures directed against -subversive’ 
groups or Individual,, and with reference to violations of 
human rights, extra-legal operations, death squad activities, 
sod the maintenance of clandestine prisons. He seek records c 
the appointment of General Alvarez as a member of tbe Armed 
Forces in January 19*2, as well as all records concerning the 
his establishment in 19*2 of the Military Intelligence Unit 
known a. -Battalion 3-1*.- Finally, .e would like any records 
that mention the general's connections with 3-1S. up until 198 
2. All records concerning the general's connections with 
the Argentine Armed Forces from 1980 to 1984. We also seek 
records concerning a request by Alvarez to the Argentine 
military to train members of the Honduran police fb'rce in 1980 



when he headed FUSEP, end' records concerning Alvarez's 

establishment, with Argentine assistance, of an anti-subversiv< 

, 

• »* 

unit within FUSEP called the Special Operations Command (COE) . 

We also seek reeords concerning the ongoing connections betweer 
the Argentines and the Honduran military through 1984. 

3. Any records whatsoever that mention General Alvarez 
with reference to the specific disappearances of Tomls Hativi 
Gilvez (June 11, 1981), Josl Eduardo Becerra Lanza (August 1, 
1982), German Plrez Alemin (August 18, 1982), Inis Consuelo 
Kuril lo fichwaderer (March 13, 1983), Father James Francisco 
Carney, known as Father Guadalupe (July 1963), and Gustavo 
Adolfo Morales Funez (March 16, 1984). 

4. All records concerning the barracks revolt against 
General Alvarez Martinez in March 1984 led by current vice 
President of Honduras General Walter Ldpez Reyes. 


Z2Z. ftnH-nHon 3-18 

We request detailed information, reports, studies, notes, 
papers, cables, memoranda, briefing documents, talking points, 
minutes of meetings, biographical material, end any document 
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whatsoever that might have been generated by U.S* Government 
agencies between 1979 and 1964 * inclusive, regarding Battallo. 
3-16* a military Intelligence unit aet up to monitor and 
destroy -subversive- organisations and individuals in 
Honduras. We also seek any documents whatsoever that might 
refer to the institutional forerunners of 3-16* i.e.* the 
. -Group of 14,- a special intelligence unit comprised of membei 
of the Honduran military, established in 1979 and dissolved it 
1962* and the -Group of 10*- a unit that existed for a few 
months in 1962* prior to the establishment of 3-16 later that 
year. 

We specifically request the following: 

1. All records concerning the origins* structure, 
planning operations, training* and members of the Group of 10, 
the Group. of 14* and Battalion 3-16 from 1979 to 1984* 
Inclusive. We would also like all records that make reference 
to Battalion 3-16 end the other groups mentioned with respect 
to the use of abductions* disappearances* and torture directed 
against -subversive- organisations and individuals* and with 
reference to human rights violations* extra-legal operations* 
death squad activities* and the maintenance of clandestine 
prisons. * 


aka/CHN 
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2. Any records whatsoever that mention Battalion 3-16 

« 

and/or its. forerunners with reference to the specific 
disappearances of Tomis Mativi Galvez (June 11, 1981), Jose 
Eduardo Becerra Lanza (August 1, 1962), German Pdr'ez Alemin 
(August 18, 1982), Inis Consuelo Murillo Schwaderer (March 13 , 
1983), Father James Franciseo Carney, known as Father Guadalui 
I (July 1983), and Gustavo Adolfo Morales Ftinez (March 18, 1984) 

3* All records concerning the following individuals who 

~ were members of Battalion 3-16, its forerunners, or other 

special Honduran Armed Forces or police special anti-subversiv 
units: 

I 

1 Juan Ldpez Grijalva (G-2) 

Alexander Hernindez (Battalion 3-16) 

Oscar R. Kernindez Chivez (Battalion 3-16) 

Segundo Flores Murillo (G-2) 

J Juan Ramdn Pefia Par (Battalion 3-16) 

Florencio Reyes Caballero (Battalion 3-16) 

Josi Barrera Martinez (Battalion 3-16) 

Marco Tulio Regalado Hernindez Lara (Battalion 3-16) 

Mario Asdrubal Qulftdnez (Battalion 3-16) 


: 



tiUi'i ±0 : Otf tAA. ZUZ 04V *5«7 


AKA/CEN 


@ 101 '. 


C-ll 

Ciro Pablo reminder C. (Battalion 3*16) 

Paralta (Group of 14 ) 

Luia A. Discus Elvir (Battalion 3-16) 

Lula Alonao Villatoro Vi Hod a (Battalion 3-16) 

Billy Fernando Joya Amendole (Battalion 3-16) 

▼icente Rafael Canales Ndnez (Battalion 3-16) 

Marco Tulio Ayala Vindei (Battalion 3-16) 

Jordl Ram<5n WontaSola (Battalion 3-16) 

Inocente Bor J as Santos (Battalion 3-16) 

Juan Blaa Salazar (ONI) 

Uni ted Stntea Government Anorw-id^ 

«• request the United Stntes Government to seerch the files 
of the f ol loving agencies for documents relsting to the three 
eubject areas referred to above. 

Ce n tral Intel Hoan^p. Aftency. C TA 

W. specifically request thst ths CIA sesrcb ths records of 
the following units or offices: 

- Directorate for Intelligence. African and Latin American 
Analysis’ Office 

- National External Assessment Center, Political Analysis 
Office 
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- National Intelligence Office for Latin America 

• Legislative Liaison Office #/ 

- Office of the Inspector General 
CIA Station# Tegucigalpa 

He also reguest the Agency to seek detailed information 
reports# studies# notes# papers# cables# memoranda, briefly 
cuments# talking points# minutes of meetings# biographies, 
material# and any document whatsoever generated between 197c 
and 1964, incluaive# regarding various additional subjects: 
We specifically request the followings 

1 . All records concerning the Ir.ining and shipment 
furnished by the CIA to Battalion „ d u , 

including the tr.ining provided jointly with member, of the 
; Argentine Armed Pore., .t a camp 1„ Lepsterigue. Hondurss. 
Such document, should Include sn interrog.tion manual writte, 
hr the CIA for Honduras In 1SS3, and a later 'revised- veraie 
thereof. Additional documents should Include . report from t 

CIA Inspector general 1„ 1S8a on training di.pen.ed by the ci, 
to the Honduran Armed Forces* 
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I 2. A copy of tbe letter written in 1986 by CIA Directc 

William Casey to tbe Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 
describing human rights in Honduras and discussing the links 
between DRX and •OACH,- a right-wing death squad. 

3. All records generated by the Agency in response to . 
in connection with an article in the Hew York Times magarine 
June 5 # 1988# by James LeMoyne# discussing the role of the c: 
in training the Honduran Army in interrogation techniques. 

4. All records generated by the Agency in regard* to a 
June I960 hearing before the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence at which Deputy Director for Operations Richard 
Stolz testified on what the- CIA knew about a 1983 "Honduran 
Interrogation Manual.* 

5. A copy of a CIA memorandum dated July 10# 1989, to t 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence entitled "Study on 
Interrogation Training in Honduras." 
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"• specifically request the DOD to ee.rch the records of 
the following unit, or office. ; 

- Office of the A««l«t.nt Secretary of Def.n.e for 

International Security Aff.ir. (ASO/ISA), Inter-American 

Affairs; 

- Joint Corps. J-g. Western Hemisphere Division;, 

- Joint Corps, J- 3 , western Hemisphere Division; 

- Joint corps, j-3, western Hemisphere Division; 

- V.B. southern Command. Qu.rry Heights, P.n.me; 

~ U * fi * WilGp, Tegucigalpa; 

- Jeint Task Force. Bravo <JTF-B>. soto Cano Air Bs.e, 

Honduras. 

«. .1.0 request the DOD to seek defiled inform.tion, 
reports, studies, notes, p.pers, cables, memoranda . 'briefing 
documents, talking point,, minutes of meetings, biographical 
material, and any document whatsoever generated between 1979 
and 198 a. inclusive, regarding one additional subject; 

W. specifically request .11 record, g.ner.ted in connection 
With the DOD investigation into human right, abuses by the 
Honduran Security Forces. Articles in the Hew York Timas and 
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"* * P * Clflcallar r «W®t that tha D 2 A search *h 
th * £ *“~*»* ««it. or offices: reC ° raS 

- Directorate for Research w-.t » 

Division; Europe/Latin America 

- t>IA/DiR_ 4; 

- 77 ''''"“""“ *” 

(Central American Joint 2 ntellio„ 

"«hlngton. B .c, U * Ui> *— >• 

- Off lce of the Defense Attach*. Tegucigalpa. 

IV - 

W * ” PeClflC * ay ”*»«» t»e 0.8. Army to 
01 tb * units or offices: 

- Office Of the Deputy Chief of st.ff t 

- Office „„ „ £or Intelligence; 

£ th * deputy Chief of staff for n 

Plena (0DC80P81 Pont. , OPer.tion, .no 

viMirs). Political-Military Divi-io- - , 

lor th. Western He., sphere; * 0n#1 DM ’ 

- V.B. Army Deputy Inspector General; 
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- Onifd ««.. Army Int.lli9.nc. .ad Security Comm.nd 

< IBSCOM) , Including tb. Aar, Foreign lnt.llig.nc. 
Activities; 


Seventh fipeciel Forces Group (Airborne). First Special 
Forces Croup. Fort Bragg, rc. 

reguest in particular a report on the visit to Battalioi 
« on April 22 , 19 S 4 , by cen. Sydney T. Weinstein, of r e ctor 

sssr r- - 

V * *** * * Pnit 1 - Security connr^] jj^sci 

K. specifically r.que.t th.t th. BSC to ...rch th. record. 
Of the following units or offices: 

— Restricted Inter-Agency Group (Central America). 


V1 * Pspartrm»nt of stAta. LDQ21 
We specifically request DOS to search the 
following units or offices: 


records of the 


Central file, of the Department of Defense f.ic) 
Bureau of Intelligence and Research; 

United States Embassy, Tegucigalpa; 


- Other O.fi, Embassies, 


SB appropriate (Argentina, Mexico). 
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"* . 1.0 regu.st Stats' to seek detailed information, 

*. etualee. notes, paper*, cables, memoranda „,-torlef in 
documents, tslklno points, silnutse of meetings, biographies 
isterlel, and any document whatsoever generated between 197 
sod 19S4, Inclusive, reg.rdlng one additional- 'subject: 

He specifically reguest the following: 

Copies and all drafts and versions of the snnusl hi 

right, report, produced by the U.S. Embassy In Tagudgslp, l 
1980 to 1984# inclusive; 

2. All records reg.rdlng the temporary di.appe.r.nce o 
Journalist Osc.r Here, .nd hi, wife Moris, on duly «, m 
Following their espture by smmbors of the millt.ry, Ambsss.d, 
begroponto discussed the c... with Oen. Alv.re. Msrtine,. an. 
tbe couple was eventually released; 

3. All records generated in response to the press 
conference held In Mexico city In August 1962. by Col, Lednld 
Torre. Ariss, .spelled Intelligence chief of the Hondur.n Arm 
Forces. Torre. Aries dieeussed the operations of Battalion 
2-16 In great detail. Including the unife link to various 
cases of disappearances; 
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<• AH records concerning a meeting in October 1983 

•t the U.E. Embssey in Tegucigelp, between Scott Tfiayer, , 

po tical officer. and "embers of COFADEH (Committee of 

alatlvea of the Detained and Disappeared in Honduras); 

s- All r.cords concerning th. Spaol.l Commit ta. to 

nveetigate claims of Disappesranees in Honduran Territory 
established on June 14 less _ „ 1 r. 

the hr e a * W * lt " Wp «- Chief c 

orces. The doemsente should include those genet 
in response to the Committee's . 

„ 8S; * C ' POrt iTOM °° October IT, 

« 

«• All records generated br State in response or in 
relation to an ertlele in the New « 

LeMovn. . ***** by J, B 

* < ««oyne on June 5. iaaa wk s . 

8 ' whlch «»cu«sed the role of the CIA 

r; 101 - 9 - - — w m interrogation 

techniques ; 

’* ™ r * COrdI COOCernlnj «“ ’««ct handed down ,» * 

Hond * l0t * r AO * rle * n C0Utt °* Hura * n **••*». finding the 

* Ull,:y HU *‘ *° th * 

Angel Hanfredo v.u„u« Rodrigues* 
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United States Department of Stale 
Washington, D.C. 20520 XA: 551; 


MEMORANDUM TO: 


October 14 , 1995 


S/P 

*95 OCT 14 P4:06 

# # 

PA-NB 



S/S - 

S/S(S) 

ARA 

ANDREW D. SENS 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 

RICK E. YANNU2FI 
Executive Secretary 
Central Intelligence 

L 

H 


Agency 

A 

DHL 

y“Rf^/CWA 

WARREN A* UTHE 
Executive Secretary 

Defense Intelligence Agency 

• 

YVONNE M. HARRISON 
Executive Secretary 
Department of the Army 


COL'. ROBERT P. MCALEER, USMC 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 


REF: 


SUBJECT: Request froro Honduran Government Human Rights 

Ombudsman for United States Government Documents 
Relevant to Human Rights Investigations: Omitted 

Attachments 

Memorandum dated October 12, 1995, Same Subject 

The documents attached were omitted from the referenced 
memorandum (Tab 2). They are: vierenceo 

Z~ English translation of a June 13, 1995, letter from 

G 5?? ral Edmundo Orellana seeking all 
information in the files of U.S. government -agencies 
concerning the disappearance of U.S. citizen Father James 
Francis Carney in September 1983; and 

Sonf2 9 ii??^I a 2! 1 SJ i0n of a J ? n ? 1S ' 1955 ' from 

Sonia *ferlyna de Flores, Special Prosecutor for Human 

Rights (within the office of the Attorney General), seeking 
offielJl^° n d?^«i CJ *,°P erations contacts with Honduran 


Kenneth C. Brill 
Executive Secretary 


Attachments: As stated 
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PUBLIC MINISTRY 

Tegucigalpa, MDC, 13 of June 199 * 

Document No. FDH/ 220/95 1995 

Excellency Mr. Ambassador: 

I have the honor to 

investigations which the Special i" refer «ace to the 
conducting, in relation to cas« ?!i 0 * ecut ° r for H “«an Rights i« 
our country during the delalHf She' ^S?,f*»W. r «»o4 2 * 

Priest ^^itinen & V £ e P Sn <* Francis Carnev 
Guadalupe, * who disappeared hotter known as "Father^ 

Reyes Mata around the beginnino ca Pt ur ed along with Dr 

entering from Nicaragua * Decerab « (si c ) 1983, after 

work, we are conducting pertinent^inv* 1 ?? 110 * in su PP° r t of our 
sense -We address you 1 1 reJueJt est i 9ations ' a »* i* thi£ 
information in the possession ” e be provided all the 

- 

- -» contribute to 

intent to carry out the corresp^i’^Jud^i^M?^^^ t0 °“ r 

o a r^^ b ° eff °t r ^ a oPPo £ ?t r u^ t^rait 0 " t° thls and 

Of my consideration and respect. reite rate to you assurances 

Sincerely, 

Edmundo Orellana Mercado 
Attorney General ot the Republic 

His Excellency William T. Prrca 
tEHf ea t 0r phrhordlnary and 

° f St *t®a ot America 


i^J u 


°* HONDURAS 

Teou „. , PDBLIC «iKism 

i? 9 If? 9alpa MDC 
oi June Idas 

Document No rEM-0223-9 S 

Mr. Ambassador: 

^ u ^S1Bs^Sr a 

rererenS ena concrete information i» 

8> SriS«S'«^ office Of the central 

b) Wliat activities the cta ^ . 

oe conductor* 4 «, 

<=> What Honduran ne, °“ r COunt ^ 

S ° ns wor ^ ed with the cta 

ch) Which CIA officii, h C A a 9 enfc s. 

detained persons. * partic *Pated i n interrogations of 

d) Which Hondu ran . 


e) 

f) 

9 ) 


activities? 18 ” ° £flClils -*• trained in there typer of 

Kelson^Mackay^havarria^ re "° ns ' «>e detention of citize; 

Reports on arms traffic* 

afflckln « Honduras. ’ 

operational the organization and admi i 

* HfttalioS I"f6? d ?s a wfff ative and 
from the LtL"*£ “ . 


fc *uotion about th^ 

" iS, Sr's £E“S S&sStz 

. VUh ^SStiuS^LS? ACB4d F0rce “ of Honduras 

*) What role was dIa^ i 




— -ew. - -wuaos 

' role was plaved w n z 

3) Who financed the _ , * 

counterinsurgency and ° f Bat talion A 

counterintelli g|& e . nilit **Y intelligence^ ^and th ° Se ° f 



^ ■+ ' t 
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Cordovaf'oswaiSo Ramos^to 8 ”^ 1 **”* fiobert ° Suazo 
Martinez, . Walter Loner £°^°' °“*«*» Molfo Alvarez 

^«sKurliio s s5 i r i ”»“ i aoto5 - 

t>«Ul Bill ££??? ««• El»ir. ow*2f° f?r? „ 

Ramon Pena p a z jfiif' T Ju ? n Evangelista Lopez Gri^i* 010 * 2 ' 
Hernandez, Martc xjlwtai*! ? ilorio - “•«riuUo |e«i,? U<,n 

saa-saa -”s? » 

" SS“»“a 

n ) Names Of officers 
n ) Names and dates of 

““■swaa KHa=Sa£sr>— 

Original report of «-h* „ 

SWE L¥ ! " which took 

commanded t HU SSStiL^ ° £ “ Ce " " h » «r:«e| 9 and i98lpa ' 

§«ero! £ A^?i‘r??i51^ 

operation ° f Al« e ° £ficers who directed^nd 1 * 88 ' as wel1 as 
P) CIA reports or dv. Gonzalez, 


a) 


o) 



10 March 1997 


SUMMARY SHEET - DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO 

THE GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS 


The following is a summary of documents attached hereto, for submission to the 
government of Honduras in response to their request for information pertaining to 
disappearances and other human rights abuses which occurred in Honduras in the early 
1980’s. This is an initial submission; it is expected that an additional submission will be 
made in the near future. Except for redactions which have been made to protect sources, as 
appropriate, as much information as possible has been retained in each document 

#1 Response to congressional request for information on Father Donald. 

#2 Response to congressional request for information on GEN Alvarez. 

#3 Response to congressional request for information on GEN Alvarez. 

#4 Honduran Intelligence organization. 

#5 Honduran counterinsurgency capabilities. \ 

#6 Information report on Father Carney. 

#7 Background information on Father Carney. 

#8 Biographical sketch on GEN Alvarez. 

#9 Biographical sketch on LTC Discua. 

#10 Biographical sketch on COL Pena. 

#1 1 Biographical sketch on COL Lopez Grijalva. 

#12 Schooling information on Honduran officers. 

#13 Argentine/Chilean military assistance to Honduras. 

#14 Argentine support to Honduran Army. 

#15 Information on GEN Alvarez. 

#16 Information on COL Lopez Grijalva. 

#17 Remarks by GEN Alvarez. 

#18 Information on GEN Alvarez. 

#19 Remarks by GEN Alvarez. 

#20 Information on GEN Alvarez. 

#21 Honduran reaction to Argentine actions in Falklands. 

#22 Information on GEN Alvarez. 

#23 Information on GEN Alvarez. 

#24 Honduran/Salvadoran military operations. 

#25 Report on COL Lopez Grijalva. 

#26 Intelligence summary on Honduran military. 

#27 Cuban reaction to GEN Alvarez. 

#28 Honduran military procurement. 

#29 Action against Lorenzo Zelaya organization. 

#30 Honduran psychological operations. 

#31 Information on GEN Lopez and GEN Alvarez. 

#32 Information on GEN Alvarez’s death. 

#33 Information on LTC Lopez Grijalva 
#34 Information on BG Walter Lopez 
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INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 


OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 20301-2400 


1 $ SEP 1985 

In Reply Refer to: 
1-13983/85 


n 


Honorable Alan Cranston 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Cranston: 

This is in response to your letter of August 23, 1985 concernina the 
involvement of United States servicemen on temporary duty in Honduras 
? combined United States-Honduran military exercise in transport- 

ing Father Donald, a United States citizen who was under arrest by 
Honduran authorities. arrest D y 

thi iart 8 oF 9 Sn^2^ i 2J°E- thi8 ma T ter determined er^rs in judgment on 
f United sta * efl servicemen on duty in first complying with 
the Honduran request without seeking guidance from their superiors 
and second, in not reporting the incident up the chain of command. 

n °J eB the Honduran notary officer's role in making the re- 
quest for improper use of United States military transportation. 
Recommendations were that United States military units be enjoined 
-rom assisting the Honduran Army in transporting any prisoners whether 
° r mill ^ ar yf and that two United States servicemen in- 
uSi?Sd It ^ oun8 ?J-f d ln keeping the chain of command involved. The 
te8 - millt ? ry cominand er has assured the American Embassy 
8 decision to assist the Honduran military was 
h i ? 7 lntere8t in accommodating, whenever possible, 

requests by host country counterparts. It was also clear that there 

f oubt ln . the United States servicemen's minds as to Father 
8 ^ue nationality. The United States military commander 
agrees that errors in judgment were made, but also cites these other 
factors contributing to the incident. 


lv a£oid n ii* e ™2??? 8 ° f ^ Lng StepS t0 close the ^ter and hopeful- 
y oid its repetition. First, we will raise the episode with the 

over U th£ lS?k d of°con 8 ? hief ° f Staff t0 express our strong concern 
„.®f the lac b° f consular access, the mistreatment of a United States 

citizen and the fact that United States military assistance was souoht 

the entire iicident^il ?°£ ald wl ?ile he was under detention. Secondly, 
VI en „re incident will be reviewed with the Commander. Joint Task 

rce Bravo, the senior United States commander in Honduras, to 
ensure the above recommendations are implemented immediately. 


DISTRIBUITIOM 
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Sincerely, 





THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


WASHINGTON. D C 20301 


6 JUL 1987 

In Reply Refer toi 
I-216Q2/87 

Reference: 1-11794/87 


POLICY 

Senator Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

90 ^°^ ow f n 9 is provided in response to your letter of Mav 

Co^nLrof^L iondL^rA^ef^rcL? 6 " 6121 GUStaV ° Mvare2 ' for ” er 

The Department of Defense never awarded a contract 

liiltiillsSm 

6 pnrtni 6 nt was aware of the contract award within f Ho 

srsr^s^-s'a in 

iiPssEss^ 

sss;^/““£ ™ :«rf »«st! sis.ffi.'ss; ar 1 "- 

£“•> - -?» ssaE-s-s KL2 sr» 

the •Pent a ’ 9 on°ja^oTi ral “ Varei iS n0t nOM nor has he ever been on 

out by Honduran mflitary "Mrsonnel e9 thi°n% 0£ t^K rderS - bein 9 carried 

ary personnel, the O.S. Embassy in Honduras has 


" Dm, IA REG IOM— 

r "* , <l14 * r _ rm 

&*ESS2j o£? DHggaaag- Agii.f'k ^ 
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investigated the charges and found them to be unsubstantiated 
allegations based chiefly bn the testimony of one person, Florencio 
Caballero. In addition, several USG agencies have reviewed their » 
records and similarly found no evidence to corroborate the charges 
made by Mr. Caballero. 


5. (U) The Department of Defense was aware that General 
Alvarez, as Commander of the Honduran Armed Forces, exercised command 
of the 316th Military Intelligence (MI) Battalion as he did over all 
Honduran military units. 

6. (S/NF) The Department of Defense has no ongoing 
relationship, either formal or informal, with the 316th MI Battalion. 
The D.S. Military Group has had no known security assistance 
activities with the 316th MI Battalion with the following exception: 
The U.S. Military Group oversees the personnel exchange program (PEP) 
in Honduras. Since January 1986, one O.S. Army PEP officer has been 
assigned to the Honduran Military Intelligence School as an 
instructor. It is conceivable that in the conduct of his instruc- 
tional duties, the PEP officer may have instructed a past, present, 
or future member of the 316th. If so, his contact would have been 
brief. In December 1985 and again in February 1987, two members of 
O.S. Southern Command's 470th MI Group provided instruction to a 
small group of 316th personnel (approximately 17) on screening 
techniques. The two-day course was oriented on preliminary 
interviews of refugees to determine debriefing potential. With the 
exception of this course, no other training of the 316th is known to 
have taken place. The only other known Department of Defense 
relationship with the 316th is that of the Combined Document 
Exploitation Center (CDEC). CDEC, a combined U.S., El Salvador and 
Honduras organization was formed in early 1984 and disbanded in early 
1986. Two members of the 316th, a translator and a noncommissioned., 
officer, were attached to the organization, as were several members 
of the 470th MI Group. As a result, daily contact occurred between 
470th and 316th personnel who, however, were detached from their 
parent unit. 

7. (U) Major Hernandez was formerly Commander of the 316th 
MI Battalion, and is currently in charge of the Advanced Officers 
School of the Honduran Army. 

(U) I hope that this information will be of assistance to you. 


Lt Col Conaway/IA/79301 



distribution 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, O. C. 20301-2400 



intcnnatiohac 

,-iCCU^ITY AFFAIRS 


29 OCT 1987 

In Reply Refer to: 
1-17049/87 


Honorable George Miller 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 


. . l writing to you in response to your 9 October letter to 

rnfi-f«« r f5 :ary ° f ? efense * You requested information on General 
Gustavo Alvarez, former Commander of the Honduran Armed Forces, 
and on whether or not any individuals who are, or have been, the 

Riaht^ t ”h^u<» inVeS ^ 1 ^A tl0n by the Inter -Amer ican Court of Human 
kind S h 6 received ' or are receiving, U.S. support of any 


nauor^ th T ? ect fco Gen «ral Alvarez, the Department of Defense 
rJ awarded a con tract directly to General Alvarez, nor has 
the General been employed as a paid consultant to the 
Department. General Alvarez secured employment as a consultant 
Associa tes, a New Mexico based firm. Sumner 
Associates was awarded a contract by the Department of Defense 
to conduct a classified study of the Central American 

^Jri 9en S y ^K* Th fu De « artment of state was aware of the contract 
?evifwf»d W in5 in thC Pe ; t * 9 on, the proposed contract award was 
e lewed and concurred in by the normal complement of staff 

t-h^ X r eS rea P° nsib le for such matters, including the Office of 
the General Counsel, the Directorate of Budget and Finance, the 
rwi eCt c r of Contractual Assistance and Advisory Services, the 
2" tlf Secretary of Defense for Policy, the Assistant slcietary 
of Defense (International Security Affairs), and the Defense Y 
uppl y Service-Washington. General Alvarez was also utilized as 
a subcontractor by Rand Corporation to participate in a study of 
the impact of d.S. security assistance in Central Americl. The 

Io^Lr^ o r eral PGOPle ^—“ng ^ br oad ranged 

Regarding your second point, the Department of Defense has 

subie5fr r o? tl0n ° n a ? y pe T sons who are » or who have been, the 
Rights h^inl investigation by the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights having received, or presently now receiving, O.S. suDoort 
of any kind. By way of background, the Inter-American Court^f 
Human Rights, which is based in San Jose, Costa Rica, has 

acceDt 1 ?^ 0 " the nine governments which have agreed to 

jurisdiction. The court has no jurisdiction over 
individuals. The only active case it has now is against the 



Government of Honduras. Information available to us indicates 
that General Alvarez' name has been mentioned in this 
ongoing investigation because of his previous leadership 
positrons within the Honduran Armed Forces. No final judgement 
has been issued on this case. 

I trust the above information adequately answers your 
questions. 1 


Sincerely, 

RICKARD L ARMTTAGE 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(International Security Affairs) 


Prepared by LtCol Conaway/iA/79301 
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The 316th Military Intelligence Battal- 

iurn>\ 


[The 316th MLB was formed in Jan- 
. r --8as part of the restr uctur ing of the 
intelligence system (see figureflT The MTR 
was originally to be patterned after a US ter- 
rain exploitation battalion, with emptmaia on 
technical specialties. Because of the limited re- 
sources and technical expertise available to the 
Hondurans, the MIB's role has been modified 
to reflect a more clandestine role. The MTR is 
not fully staffed and its growth h«s been mea- 
sured due to the necessity to be selective in 
choosing its personnel and- the length of time 
required to train new members. The M TR , in 
support of national intelligence requirements, 
has established covert operational sites in ma- 
jor cities and is working closely with DNI and 
its network of agents and informants. In ad- 
dition, the MIB works closely with the Signal 
Battalion and the PSYOPS GP, while providing 
direct support to the Special Forces Battalion 
and FUSEP’s elite counterterrorist unit, the 
Specia^quadron or Cobras. 

The MIB is organized into four com- 
panies: Support, Military Intelligence, Coun- 
terintelligence and Internal Security, and a 
Special Operations Squadron (Support). The 
Support and Military Intelligence Companies 
are not yet operational and it is unlikely that 
they will be in the near future. Because the 
MIB has a high priority, support is obtained di- 


rectly from the J-2, J-4, or the Logistics Center 
(CALFFAA Centro de Apoyo Logistico de Las 
Fuerzas Armadas), making the need for a well 
- developed support cqmpany minimal. The Mili- 



tary Intelligence (MI) Company is limited by a 
shortage of qualified personnel, so the office of 
the J-2 does provide direct and continuing sup- 
port. Technical skills in such fields as terrain 
analysis, photo interpretation, and SIGINT ap- 
pear to be slowly improving as personnel re- 
ceive training and gain experience. Overall, 
however, development of the MI Company is 
probably, not a high priority. 

Ue Counterintelligence (Cl) Com- 
pany is 'the most developed part of the MIB 
and apparently enjoys the highest priority. The 
Cl Company is not large, probably less than 50 
members. The majority of the personnel work- 
i_ing in or with the Cl Company are DNI agents, 


, _.ie primal 

mission of the Cl Company is to develop intelli- 
gence, through covert means, concerning sub- 
versive and antigovemment groups, factions, 
onindividuals who might pose a threat. 
JH Penetration of leftist groups through 
the use of agents or informants is the principal 
means By which the Cl Company is attempt- 
ing to accomplish its mission. It has not been 
as successful as hoped because of inexperience 


and the incompetence of DNI agents. Inex- 
perience is a function of the limited number 
of trained mili ta r y personnel. However, it ap- 
pears that a significant impediment is the use 
of DNI agents. For the most part, these agents 
are poorly trained, corrupt, and prone to us- 
ing excessive violence; they frequently fail to 
coordinate activities, and they have a mar ked 
tendency not to share or report information 
through MIB channels. Because the DNI per- 
sonnel are still part of FUSEP, they appear to 
prefer to remain loyal to the FUSEP Comman- 
der, who controls their careers, rather than the 
na tional in telligence system. 

The Internal Security (IS) Company 
is 'in many ways a duplication of the Cl Com- 
pany because it also is primarily a covert or- 
ganization. However, the IS Company does 
appear to concentrate on developing domes- 
tic political information and is more involved 
with PSYOPS, particularly in rural areas. The 
IS Company also does some background in- 
vestigations and cooperates with DNI in in- 
vestigations such as drug smuggling, official 
corruption, and surveillance of foreign nation- 
als. In addition, the IS and Cl Companies are 



*Wcim the agmcy that has di r ac t eesoonsibilitY » support the Particular MtB (unction. 
BBS IndcaM function not hd*Y operational 
J-2 Refers so J-2 and his staff. 

■ ■■ ■■ The Chief of the Armed foroes and the Chief of the Joint Staff can task the MI8 


directly. bypassing the J-2. 


* (U) 316th Military Intelligence Battalion Organization 

































ecause the MIB has access to 
great deal of information it has the further 
responsibility to support the Special Forces 
Battalion and the Cobras. The Special Oper- 
ations Squadron acts as the coordinator for all 
required support such as en mmnnifa ^on.t^ in- 
telligence, and planning, and can provide per- 
sonnel, if necessary. In addition, the MIB now 
appears to be the primary agency to conduct in- 
terrogations of captured or detained 
subversives. 

^■■.Although 'the MIB has been in op- 
eration for only little over a year and despite 
sig nifi c an t deficiencies, it has demonstrated the 
potential to be a major asset to the national 
intelligence effort Nevertheless, many in the 
military and civilian government are suspi- 
^ due to its growing covert ca- 

pabilities, ability to develop domestic political 
information, and less than satisfactory sharing 
of information directly with the J-2. Therefore, 
until the J-2 can exert full operational con- 
tool over the MIB, its effectiveness will lag far 
behin d its potential. 

^■rpirectorate of National Investigations 


. remainder of DNI 

visiblepart of FUSEP as the criminjal inves- 
tigation branch. In practice this arrangement 
has left much to be desired primarily because 
many DNI agents are poorly trained and cor- 
rupt. Moreover, the DNI personnel are torn 
between two masters, the FUSEP Commander 
who controls their careers and the J-2. As a 
consequence, the information flow is erratic. 
FUSEP , despite its paramilitary status and of- 
iTTTor^k- 0 move between jobs in the Army 
FUSEP, is basically a police force; admittedly, 
with access to a great deal of information, but 
without the skills or mentality to serve na- 
faonal intelligence needs on a permanent basis. 


Th e DNI is a major force in Hon- 
auraifin telligence due mainly to its covert, 
investigative expertise, and the fact that the 
pas \J-2 was formerly its head. DNI was orga- 
nized to be the criminal investigation branch 
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— j Cobras | 
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w— [ As Required | 


Regional Group Commander ] 
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"i Chief of FUSEP Staff J 

I 

1 ONI Comma odef | j FS-2 | | Other FUSEP Agencies | 

| Sob Commander | 


Region 1 — La Ceiba 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 


Region 2 — San Pedro Sula 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 


Region 3 — Santa Rosa de Copan 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 
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Region 4 — La Esperanza 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 


H 


Regin 5 — Comayagua 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 


Region 6 — ChoUiteca 
Criminal Investigation 
Specia l Activities 


Region 7 — Tegucigalpa 
Criminal I n ves tigati on 
Special Activities 


Region 6 — Puerto Lempira 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 


Region 9 — Oanli 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 


Region 10 — Juticatpa 
Criminal Investigation 
Special Activities 


1 


Operations and 
Plans Section 


1— j Analysis | 

< Subversion | 

— J Terrorist Activity j 

Statistics — Crime/Other | 


*J-2 re<«r* lo J-2 and hit cuff. 


■ i Comm a nd 

tiwa/a>ordinauon and <feectWing. * 


(U) DNl Organization 

















Honduran Counterinsurgency Capabilities (U) 


The counterinsurgency capabilities of the Hond uran Ar med 
Fdrces are extremely Hml 


Ea 


Retrospect 


■■|_The m ili tary has not had extensive 
COIN experience; however; between July and 
October 1983, it conducted successful COIN 
operations in Olancho Department, The opera- 
tions were necessitated by the infiltration, from 
Nicaragua, of 96 members of the Central Amer- 
ican Revolutionary Workers Party (PRTC) who 








intended to foment revolution. The military 
was alerted to the infiltratio 


and it quickly 
formed a task force, headed by Special Forces, 
and moved to eliminate the threat. 


the Special Fbrces were used exhaustively to 
pursue the guerrillas, with regular troops used 
ainlv as blocking fo 


Insurgency Threat 


Since the mid-1960s. 


with the exception of the PRTC s 1983 Olancho 
debacle, there have been no serious efforts to 
foment revolution in Honduras. Nevertheless, 
during the last 6 years, security forces have 
reacted to possible guerrilla threats on a num- 
ber of occasions: when 4 suspected guerril- 
las were apprehended near Yoro in September 
1981; when approximately 20 Cuban trained 
would-be guerrillas who infiltrated into Hon- 
duras from Nicaragua were captured in Septem- 
ber 1984; and, most recently, in October 1986, 
when the Army began counterinsurgency 
operations south of La Ceiba, against sus- 
pected guerrillas. 


Counterinsurgency Forces 

« , \ 

^^Although every unit in the Honduran 
rfiilitary and FUSEP is supposed to be able 
to assume a COIN role, in practice the avail- 
able forces are limited. The Air Force and 
* the Navy have no dedicated COIN forces. The 
Army has only three units with stated COIN 
missions: the Special Forces Companies, the 
15th Infantry Battalion, and the 316th Mili- 
tary Intelligence (MI) Battalion. There are 








also three units with unofficial COIN 
, companies; 2d Airborne Battalign , «nd the 
3d and 5th Infantry Battalic 



. While it has a modestly well- 
trained ‘elite" 400-man urban counterterrorist 


jHp^The 316th MI Battalion c an support! 
. CUlN operations wi th modest ~^MB| 
— intelligence CapabiF 
"ties. It also provides some psyops "and civic- 
actions support. However, the MI battalion is 
small (estimated 100 to 150 personnel), with too 
few well-trained members, a limited capability 
to analyze and disseminate information in a 
timely mann er, and an inability to sustain field 
operations for extended periods of time. 
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INFORMATION PAPER 

Subject: Honduran Armed Forces--Human Rights and Corruption (U) 






- A US family has received US Embassy and Honduran government suppQrt in 
locating the remains of deceased US citizen Father James Francis Carney who 
disappeared in 1983. USOAO investigations and embassy reporting of the period 
indicated that Carney probably died of exposure after being left behind by a 
guerrilla band. However, the family had reports from witnesses claiming Carney was 
captured, tortured, and killed by the military— some witnesses claiming US 
involvement. The body has never been found. The Honduran government has recently 
obtained information on a possible gravesite for Carney, and the investigation 
continues. So far. there is no hard evidence that the military was involved in 
Carney’s demise. 




Honduras l0SUre ^ Background information on US citizens and human rights in 


^ family has received US Embassy and Honduran government 
support in locating the remains of deceased US citizen Father James FraSS^ 
Carney who disappeared in 1983. IISDAO investigations and embassy reporting of 

Hi® Carne ^' probably died of starvation and/or exposure 

after being left behind by a guerrilla band transiting to its operational 
area. The military intercepted the guerrillas and caught or killed most 
However, at least two guerrillas said they had left the sick and weakened 
Carney behind and beleived he died from starvation. The body has never been 

- 2 * family bad reports from witnesses claiming they saw 

Carney being detuned and tortured by the military, and later taken away and 
disappeared.. Some of the witnesses" may differ from those of US and* 
Canadian media accounts in 1987. The media accounts were based on interviews 
rlhfii by Caballero, a self proclaimed army death squad member 

helicopter Claimed Carn * y Was ca P tured « tortured, and ultimately thrown from a 


• AuWf ^ Honduran government, responding to Embassy reauests to 
assist the family . has recently obtained information on a possiblegravesite 

^K rney : 1 -? 1S instigation continues. So far. there is no hard evidence 
that the military was involved in Carney’s demise. 





I 


BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH Honduras 

1 Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 

December 1983 

(U) NAME : Major General Gustavo Adolfo Alvarez 

Martinez (AHL-vah-rehs ) , Army. 

(U) POSITION : Commander in Chief of the Armed 

Forces and Commander of the Army, since 25 January 
1982. Major General Alvarez succeeded Major 
General Pollcarpo Par Garcia. 






HONDURAS 

Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 

December 1983 



1958-? - Entered Honduran Army, 12 April 1958. 

- Cadet, Military Academy, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


1962 - Platoon Leader, 2nd Infantry Battalion, Ojo de Agua, 

January through March 1963. 

- Commissioned Second Lieutenant, 1 February. 

- Student, Counterinsurgency Course, US Army Special Forces, 
October. 


1963 


- Personnel Chief (S-l), Special Security Force (CES). 


2 



1964 

1964 

1965 
1968 


1969 
? 

1970 




HONDURAS 

Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 

December 1983 

- Student, Riot Control Course, International Police Academy, 
Washington, D.C., September-December. 

- Student, Inter-American Police Academy, Fort Davis, Panama. 

- Promoted to First Lieutenant, 2 October. 

- Assigned to Operations, Armed Forces General Staff, from 
18 July. 

-Promoted to Captain, 3 October. 

- Student, Officer* 6 School of Applications. 

- Assistant, G-3, Honduran Armed Forces General Staff. 

- Student, Infantry Officer Advanced Course, Fort Bennlng, 
Georgia, 5 April through January 1969. 

- Commander, Cadet Company, General Francisco Morazan 
Military Academy, from May. 

- Student, Counterinsurgency Operations Course, Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. 

- Operations Officer, General Francisco Morazan Military 
Academy . 

- Commander, Salamar Training Center, 11th Infantry 
Battalion. 

- Student, English Course, George Washington University, 

Washington, DC. . 


1971 

1973 

1974 

1975 
1975 


- Student, Peruvian Command and General Staff Course, 
Superior War School, Chorrillos. 

- Promoted to Major, 3 October. 

-Chief of Operations, Armed Forces General Staff, from May. 

- Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, 21 December. 

- Commander, 4th Infantry Battalion, La Ceiba, Honduras. 

- Commander, Fourth Ihfantry Battalion, La Ceiba, from 
6 November. 




1978 

1979 

1980 


1982 


1983 


HONDURAS 

Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 

December 1983 

- Commander, 3rd Infantry Battalion and II Military Region, 

San Pedro Sula, from September-September 1980. 

- Promoted to Colonel, 21 December. 

- Chief, Public Security Forces (FUSEP), from September. 

- Student, Combined Operations Course, United States. Army 
School of the Americas, Fort Gullck, Panama 20 November- 
15 December. 

- Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces and Commander of the 
Army, from 25 January. 

- Promoted to Brigadier General, 19 April. 

- Promoted to Major General, December. 





CAREER DATA : Colonel Discua was an honor graduate of the infantry 
advanced course and graduated from the Command and Staff College. He recently 
completed the military intelligence officers course at the US Army School of the 
Americas, Fort Gulick, Panama. He has served as Commander of the Corps of Cadets, 
Co mman der of the Military Academy, and chief of the second and third sections 
of the 12th infantry battalion. . He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in December 19 




BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH 


HONDURAS 

Colonel Joan Ramon PENA Pas 
•December 1983 


(U) NAME : Colonel Joan Ramon Pena Pas, Honduran 

Army. 


(U) POSITION : Chief of the Presidential General 

Staff. 



S r CAREER : The Colonel is a graduate of the General Francisco 

litary Academy (1962). He was the Army 0-1 (Personnel) from 1978 to 
1980 and G-4 (Logistics) from 1980. In 1983, he became Chief of the 
Presidential General Staff and was in charge of security on the 1983 
Presidential trip to the United States. 


(U) PERSONAL DATA : 
Englisu. 


The Colonel is married and has 4 children. He speaks no 
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HONDURAS 

Colonel Juan LOPEZ Grijalva 
■January 1984 


(U) NAME : Colonel Juan Lopez Grijalva (LOH-pehs), 

Honduran Army. (He usually goes by his matronym, 
Grijalva). 

(U) POSITION : Chief of Intelligence, Armed Forces 

Joint Staff (J-2), since January 1983. 



1983 


(U) CAREER : 
1960-1962 

1963 


Cadet, Francisco Morazan Military Academy, Camayaguela, 
Honduras. 

Student, Cadet Course, US Army School of the Americas, Fort 
Gulick, former Canal Zone, 4 March-30 April. 



•s. 




HONDURAS 

Colonel Juan LOPEZ Grijalva 
January 1984 

? — Student, Basic Infantry Course, US Army School of the 

Americas, Fort Gulick, former Canal Zone. 

1969 - Delegate to the 10th Pan-American Rifle Hatches, US Army 

School of the Americas, Fort Gulick, former Canal Zone, 7- 
22 February. 

1972 - Territorial Commander. 6th Military Zone. 

? - Student, Counterinsurgency Course, US Army School of the 

Americas, Fort Gulick, former Canal Zone. 

• 

? - Student, Command and Unit Staff Course, US Army School of 

the Americas, Fort Gulick, Former Canal Zone. 


1974 


- Guest Instructor, US Army School of the Americas, Fort 
Gulick, former Canal Zone, January 1974-February 1975. 


1976 ~ Acting Chief of Intelligence, Army General Staff. 

1977 - Deputy Commander, 6th Infantry Battalion. 


? - Assigned to OAS Peace Keeping Force, Dominican Republic. 

1978 - Chief, National Directorate of Investigations (DNI) of the 



Public Security Fore' 

1981 

- Attended Conference : 


October. 

1982 

- Chief of Intelligence 


from 1 February 1982. 


. from 3 May 1978. 

American Armies, Washington, DC, 

Armed Forces General Staff (G-2), 


1983 - Chief of Intelligence, Armed Forces Joint Staff (J-2), 

since January 1983. 
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SUBJ jVHM^WBaBaVHONDURAS/ARGENTINA/CHILE/ARGENTINI AN 
CHILEAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO HONOURAS/(U) 




:VBl ; • J 4 * L 


9JKVIIT3KT!Tc7?!i] 


INI AN-CHI LEAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO HONDURAS 


AR AND Cl HAVE AGREED TO PROVIDE MILITARY ' 

ASSISTANCE Tfl HO. ON A VISIT TO AR BY COLS RIERA (HONDURAN ARMY 
G-S) AND GONZALES (DIRECTOR. HONDURAN C&GS SCHOOL). THE PRESIDENT 
OF AR AGREED TO PROVIDE CREDIT. COUNTERINSURGENCY TRAINING. AND 
ARMS TO HO. CREDIT TERMS ARE THREE LOANS OF OOLS 15 MILLION 
EACH. TOTAL OF OOLS 4S MILLION. AT 7 PERCENT INTEREST, FIRST 
THREE YEARS NO PAYMENT, TEN YEARS TO.REPAY : TOP PRIORITY FOR NEV, 
OFF THE SHELF MILITARY EQUIPMENT FOR COUNTERINSURGENCY USE; ANO 
TRAINING TEAMS (MTT ) SKILLEO IN COUNTERINSURGENCY OPERATIONS. 

THE FIRST MTT HAS ARRIVED IN' COUNTRY. AN ARGENTINIAN OFFICER 
WILL BE ASSIGNED TO HO AS FULL TIME ARMY ATTACHE. TWO 
ARGENTINIAN OFFICERS HAVE RECENTLY VISITED THE PUERTO LEMPIRA 
(1516N 0B346W) AREA TO VISIT THE MISQUITO INDIAN REFUGEE CAMPS. 
THREE CHILEANS MET WITH THE HONDURAN FOREIGN MILITARY SALES ( FMS) " 
COMMITTEE AND AGREEO TO ASSIST HO IN THE COUNTERINSURGENCY FIELD 
(NF1 ) . 
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OF studies for thoU 

B S^RlS?°ti2 S ?^S HAVE BEEN AWARDED ™° SE 

ARGENTINE MILlT*Ry^D C I^ G m| 1 f'I,4^ B ?2 KS f ’ ROM THE 
C. OTHER REGULATIOl«f RCLE CO ‘- LECT1 ° N (OFFICERS' LIBRARY). 

, THE 8 HDNcSjRaS ARMY A WITH W THE OBJECT P OF^eFTFoi VE 0£ SIGNATEO by 
tion under whichwillbemaS^IhJ?*. ? e ^ er mining the condi- 

FACTORVS AND TECHNICAL ASS IS?IJ?%o ^r2^ N "MUNITION 

AND/OR 


1U. tU) PROJ NO: N/A 

11 . <U) COL WGMT COOES- AB AC 

12. ill) SPFC A -* AC 
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1- DESIGNATION OF A SENIOR FIELD GRADE OFFTrFC Iminuri i »<• 

^attache who will assume hIs DuViIsiNolcE^R^Iei 

satis si 50 ** «° «“■ ««" 



et M 2 T K luff!S|g T S E F |SSK“" I, ’ £ FOR «««« ™ 

A- ?HS ER10R WAR SCHOOL: 1 (ONE) 

6. INTELLIGENCE SCHOOL: 2 (TWO) 

•^r T1 ^ L M 2!riTf RV ACADEMY : S (FIVE) — ARTILLERY. 

I ?* **- ENG - • CAVAL ANO QUARTERMASTER. 

C. COMSAT SUPPORT SERVICES SCHOOL: 
fPZ9 M0T1VE MECHANICS NCO: 1 (ONE) 

2) ARTILLERY MECHANICS NCO: 1 (ONE) 

3) WEAPONRY REPAIR NCO: 1 (ONE) 

4) ARTILLERY AMMUNITION NCO: 1 (ONE) 
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ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

A. MILITARY INSTITUTES PROGRAM OF STUDIES fob twkc 

to whom scholarships havebeen aWaweo. those 

B. SUPERIOR WAR SCHOOL MAGAZINE AND BOOKS rpr»j twc 
C^?w2 E REGUlIt?2»«. IRCLE COLLECTION (OFFICERS' LIBRARY). 

. the®ho5SSr2S ^ect P oI S o^ewTning S t^«Soi v 

^SSS^fggrBSSSSSCAL ^SIST^E^eELt^^T^NO/OR 
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TK 316TH MI BN ADVISED TW ESTAOO MAYOR THAT 
KAMITUK Of All OPERATION TO APPREHEND TOE 
i ff**U MEMBERS IDENTIFIED SO FAR AND THE NEED TO CONDUCT 
• IT OPEar AND SIKaTAKOUSLY. A HO MILITARY CHIT SHOULD 
i ^ WWED THAT S®" M OPERATION MOULD HAVE 

CONS IDERA BLE PUBLICITY IMPACT AND MOULD BRING CORRESPOND- 
; I* WTESTS FROM LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS IN COUNTRY 
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COATED TO PROTECT THOSE MHO RECEIVE TRAINIM6 IN SABOT Ag AM) 
GUERRIUA OPERATIONS. SPEAKING BEFORE A LASGE AUDIENCE MUCH 
INCLUDED MAW KEY BUSIKSS AND LMOB LEADERS IK SAN PEDRO SUU. 
ALVAREZ SAID THAT HE CHOSE TO DELIVER THIS MESSAGE IN $AN PEDRO 
SUN BECAUSE THE CITY IS THE INDUSTRIAL HEART OP THE COUNTRY AND 
THE PLACE VHERE LEFTIST ACTIVISM HAS BEEN HOST IN EVIDENCE. HE 
EURTKEI STATED THAT THE ARMED FORCES HILL MOT ALL0V TERRORISM TO 
TAKE ROOT IN THE MOST IMPORTANT INDUSTRIAL SECTOR OF THE COUNTRY 
AND ONE IN MUCH MEN OF INITIATIVE AND COURAGE ARE MILLING TO 




TERRORISK/(U) ■ 
THIS IS AN INTO 

1 . <01 cm: 



BJBfSUMW: COL GUSTAVO ALVAREZ. CINC OF HOUORAI ARMED 
FORCES. SAID in a RECENT SPEECH THAT THE MILITARY MIL COHE DOW 
HARD ON TERRORISM AND THAT THE PHILOSOPHY OF KUMAR RIGHTS MAS NOT 
CREATED TO PROTECT TERRORISTS AND SUBVERSIVES MHO AIM TO PROMOTE 
PUBLIC DISORDER. ALVAREZ ALSO SPOKE HIGHLY OF MORE DONE BT COL 
BUESO (BEM CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF) OF PROMOTING INDUSTRY IS THE 
SAN PtORC SUU (1S2BN 0S802M) AREA AM) MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER. 
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MILITARY CONFERENCE (U) 

hot finauy tvAUjATnrwTa 


00) NICARAGUA (NU) 


CONFERENCE 


/fm 


ttSPtCT TO THE UPCOKIK KAY TOTH 




MILITARY MO CIYIUA* LEADERSHIP FELT A CESTAIN 

' 06 U 6 An» TO GO THROUGH WTO THE MUCH TALCED- ABOUT MEETING MO 
THEREFORE WU SEND SENIOR WUTABT OFFICES TO REPRESENT 
HONDURAS. HOWEVER, HONDURAS IS ESSENT1AUY PLATING 'FOR* TIKE MO 
WU ONLY DISCUSS INITIATIVES WITHIN TOE FRNffVQRX OF THEIR SIX 
POINT PEACE PLAN. TIC HONDURANS WU NOT ADORESS BILATERAL 
ISSUES NOR AGREE TO MEASURES WHICH ONLY AFFECT HOTOU • THEY ARE 
ADAMANT IN THEIR POSITION THAT INITIATIVES MUST HAVE A REGIONAL 
FOCUS. BGEN ALVAREZ WU ROT ATTEND THE FIRST MEETING SINCE IT . 
WU BE AN INITIAL 'LET'S GET ACQUAINTED* SESSION, BUT HOPES THAT 
THIS WU BE TOE FIRST Of A SERIES OF PARLEYS IN WHICH Iff WU 
EVENTUALLY PARTICIPATE. REPRESENTING HONDURAS WU BE COL 
((BUESO)I ROSA, CHIEF OF TOE HO GENERAL STAFF. COL ((BALD) 
CASTILLO. CDS OF fUSEP. COL RUBEN < (MONTOYA) ). CDS HO NAVY, COL 
((REGALADO)) LARA, HO ARMED FORCES 16. COL ((SANCHEZ)) 

VAUADARES. COR STO INF BN. AND COL DANIIL) ((FENRERA)). COR UTH 
INF BN. 


<y 


BA. (U) OETAILS: 


n 





MCN *82 140/02508 TOR c e 2 1 40/ 1 5462 TAD c 82140/l5472 CDSN=M1 A 892 





BA. (0) DETAILS; HE 


i 


si 


XINQHK/ ARGENTINA/ 

D ISUM) C8ISIS/(U) 

FINALLY EVALUATE) INTEL 

KINGDOM <«) ARGENTINA EAR) 




TO FAULMD ISLAKD CRISIS 


-a 


■■fttNERAL CONSENSUS BEFORE TO US OPENLY SUPPORTED TOE W 
WS Of BASIC AGREEMENT HTH US POSITION IK TRYTING TO MEDIATE 
CRISIS KITH ALL EXPRESSING DISAPPOIHTMENT OVER IHCTOEKT. THEY 
MADE n CLEAR THAT NHILE HO MAS PU8UCALLY SUPPORTING THE 
ARGENTINE POSITION. THEY PRIVATELY COKDEMHED ARGENTINA'S 

aggressive Acnou. , hovever . wth a clear declaration of us • 

I AI 1 1» I'll III! Ill lllllll DISPLAYED EXTREME DISAPPOINTMENT 


llj VTJ 


1 OF LATIN AMERICAN 
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halH a ; 0 L u) ?o5f r + vir J Ua ! ly 1( ? y ?? rs of mil1ta ry governments in Honduras, elections were 
held 29 Nov 1981 to elect a civilian government which was installed 27 Jan *1982. The new 
President o f the Republic is Dr Roberto SUAZO Cordova, a medical doctor Yrom the town of 
La roz t HO. The Provisional President, General de Division (equivalent to US Maj Gen) 
Policarpo PAZ Garcia, not only relinquished the Presidency, but also his roles as Chief 
of the Armed Forces and Commander of the Army. These two posts were assumed by Armv Col 
Gustavo ALVAREZ Martinez. The National Congress was also installed 27 Jan 1982, and the 
President of the Congress is Efrain BU Giron. ’ 


'£• (U) J he ej^ions resulted in the moderate Liberal Party (PLH) winning 44 seats 
Cong ^ess. The National Party (PNH) won 34 seats, the Innovation and 
^Umty Party. (PINU) won 3 seats, and the Christian Democratic Party (PDC) took 1 seat The 
fc^pnof vl ctory for the PLH was approximately 150,000 votes over their closest rival, 
the PNH, a virtual clear mandate from the people to institute their programs unchallenged. 
The previous administration, which was composed of senior military officers and Liberal 
■and National Party politicians, proved to be too weak and divided to adequately deal with 
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the country's many economic, social, and political/military problems. 

c. (U) The economic situation continued to deteriorate as the "caretaker" qovernment 
was unable to deal with the problems of increased oil prices, high interest rates and 
low investment, capital flight, low export volume, and pervasive corruption. In 1980 
the Government sought assistance from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), but for* 
domestic political reasons, was unwilling to adopt the austerity measures the IMF recom- 
mended, thus receiving no monetary help from that agency. The worsened situation forced 
the previous administration to institute the IMF recommendations. The new Government and 
military leaders have pledged themselves to "cleaning up" the economic situation as their 
number one priority, and the prevalent corruption. If the new leaders of Honduras are 
able to solve these problems, or at least start making changes, then the future should be 
brighter for Honduras. 

d (U) The unsettled conditions in neighboring El Salvador, Guatemala, and Nicaragua 
have begun to affect the isolation which Honduras previously enjoyed. There has been an 
increase in kidnappings, bombings, and robberies, but no US personnel have been tarqeted 
since the attack on- 5 US military members in Sep 1981. y 
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'Z 9 ;,, (U) T t| e Hon ^ ran " nit J nt ]eft has limited its activities to assisting Salvadoron’ 
guerrillas achieve their logistical needs through the smuggling of weaponry and other, 
supplies through Honduras. There is no hard evidence that these leftists have any siqni- 

2S^. P ? PU l ar w-“ PP ? rt oca1, J'- Nevertheless, the instability and turbulence in Central 
America is feeding local pressure for changes in Honduras, which the new civilian Govern- 
ment has promised to try to recti fy during their administration. 
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2. (U) Key Officials. 

a. President: Dr Roberto SUAZO Cordova. 

b. Minister of Foreign Affairs: Edgardo PAZ Bamica. 

c. Minister of Defense and Public Security: Col Jose SERRA Hernandez (Air Force). 

d. Chief of the Armed Forces and Commander of the Army: Col Gustavo ALVAREZ 

Martinez (Army). 

e. Chief of the Armed Forces General Staff: Col Jose A BUESO Rosa (Am\y). 

f. Chief of Armed Forces General Staff Iatelligence: Lt Col Juan LOPEZ Grijalva (Army) 

g. Air Force Conmander: Col Walter LOPEZ Reyes. 

h. Navy Commander: Col Ruben H MONTOYA Ramirez (Army). 

i. FUSEP Commander: Col Leonidas TORRES Arias (Army). 


(U) Population: 3,838,000 as of 1 Jan 1981. 

a. (U) Males (ages 15-49): 839,000; physically fit, 498,000. 

b. (U) Ethnic Divisions: 90% Mestizo, 7% Indian, 2% Negro, and 1% Caucasion 

c. (U) Literacy: 47% of population 10 years old and over (est 1970). ** 
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PM SECURTTYFORCES CAPTOREDIItfliH^ 

MUZ AKA HECTOR CABALLE BO CHAVEZ AU 
0, LEADER Of THE FPL-U IN THE OEPTS. Of LA PAZ AND / 


CURITY fORCfTCAPTUREO BENEOICTO PESO OIAZ AKA 


PfiOf T RIO — IME-OATE-AWLLOCATION Of CA PTURE ARE 
ABLE 


___ AGAINST THE 

LORENZO ZELAYA POPULAR REV&UIIflkARY FRONT 
NARVIK: <U) _IHIS IS AN INFO REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVAL- 
UATED INTEL'' 


THE OPERATION LAUNCHED AGAINST THE 
LORENZO mm POPULAR REVOLUTIONARY FRONT (FPR-LZ) BY 
THE 316TH MI BN FOLLON1NG THE INTILTRATION Of AN ESTIMATED 
19 CUBAN-TRAINED HONDURANS O/A 1SJULM HAS SO FAR RESULTED 
a THE CAPTURE OR SURRENDER Of SIX INFILTRATORS AND FOUR 
MEMBERS OF -THE ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING ITS LEADER IN THE 
DEPARTMENT Of CONAYAGUA. AS WELL AS CONSIDERABLE INFOR- 
MATION ON THE GROUPS STRUCTURE AND MEMBERSHIP. THE 
DISCOVERT Of FOUR KAPOKS CACKS HAS LEO TO THE RECOVERY 
OF 1UM16 RIFLES. 3.300 ROS OF S.S6 AMO, SEVEN HAND 
GRENADES. AND ASSORTED MILITARY CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT. 

HO ARMED FORCES HEADQUARTERS IS CURRENTLY STUDYING HOV 
TO PROCEED AGAINST THE FPR-LZ INFRASTRUCTURE UNCOVERED 
II THE OPERATOR. 
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• A. HOAF ARE FORKED BY HONDURAS OF AU. SOCIAL 
CLASSES. 

• R. 66 KALTER LOPEZ IS A TYPE OF LEADER AU HO 
CITIZENS HAVE LOG AWAITED. 86 LOPEZ DOESN'T NEED 
BOOT GUARDS, TIE HO PEOPLE ARE HIS PROTECTORS. 

• C. 86 LOPEZ RESPECTS HUNAN RIGHTS 
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BY MANY, WAS RESPECTED (SOME SAY FEARED) 
DURING HIS REIGN AS ARMED FORCES COMMANDER. HOMAN 
RIGHTS GROUPS HAVE REPORTED UP TO 120 PERSONS 
"DISAPPEARED" DURING ALVAREZ'S COMMAND (1982-1984); 
SUPPOSEDLY AT THE HANDS OF HIT TEAMS FROM THE 


316TH INTELLIGENCE BATTALION WHICH ALVAREZ 


SUPPORTED.' 
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[Fonrier Air Force Commander General Walter ((Lopez)) Reyes replaced General 
bustavo ((Alvarez)) Martinez as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces as a result of a 
"barracks" coup on 31 March 1984. Lopez, alor.gwith several other officers, and with 
the support of civilian leaders, forced Alvarez to resign and escorted him to exile in •' 
enera ^^5 p ? was then selected by Congress as the successor to Alvarez from i 
a field of three candidates which i ncl uded.'Col ..Regalado | ( (Hernandez ) ) & ((Martinez)) 

AvI la. 
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